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A personal tragedy helped artist Craig Waddell find the 
inspiration needed to create the stunning work set to be 
auctioned at The King’s 36th Annual Art Show.

Waddell, a celebrated painter renowned for his rich and 
tactile work, will be the feature artist at The King’s Art 
Show, which kicks off with a Gala Opening on Friday 
28 August. As well as his feature exhibition, one of the 
Art Show highlights will be the opening night auction 
of Waddell’s ‘You Are My Light’ (King Protea). Waddell 
created the original work especially for this event and 
all funds raised from the sale on Friday evening will be 
donated to the Thomas Kelly Youth Foundation.

Thomas Kelly, a graduate of The King’s School, was 
killed in 2012 when he was king hit in an unprovoked 
attack in King’s Cross. The foundation works tirelessly in a 
variety of ways to help create a safer drinking culture.

Waddell said it was an honour to produce the work 
for such a worthy cause. “The flower series I had painted 

previously meant a 
lot to me in relation 
to the notion of 
life and death and 
the celebration of 
someone’s life,” he 
said. “One of the 
original reasons I 
painted the flowers 
was my best friend 
passed away and 
I was looking to 
celebrate his life. 
“Creating this piece 
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has been immensely rewarding.” 
The King’s Art Show has long been 

established as a premier showcase 
of fine Australian art. This year, more 
than 1000 works will be displayed and 
all will be available for sale, including 
Waddell’s. A highlight of the program, 
the Waddell exhibition is a chance 
for art lovers to witness the Mosman 
Prize winner’s hallmark style – his gritty 
manipulation of paint, his fearless use 
of layers and colour. It will feature a 
selection of the Sydney artist’s finest 
works painted throughout this career. 

An Archibald Prize finalist,  
Waddell said he was thrilled to be 
invited to headline the notable King’s 
School event. “It is a wonderful 
opportunity to have a show that will 
reflect my body of work rather than 
focusing on one specific subject as shows normally do,” 
he said. “The King’s Art Show is a fantastic event. It has 
grown over the years to become an event that brings an 
exceptional standard of art to the broader community.” 
Waddell is one of a number of special guests attending 
opening night and admitted he was very nervous about 
watching ‘You Are My Light’ go under the hammer.

The event will also include the announcement of the 
21st King’s School Art Prize winner by judge and acclaimed 
art curator, Glenn Barkley. Finalists for this years’ Art 
Prize include a who’s who of Australia’s contemporary art 
movement including Amanda Penrose-Hart, John Bokor, 
Julian Meagher, Helen Eager and Marion Borgelt. 

The 2015 winner will be in illustrious company with 
previous winners including high-profile artists Ben Quilty, 
Martine Emdur, Jacquie Stockdale and Geoffrey Dyer. 

Wendy Moore, editor of Home Beautiful magazine 
and judge on Channel 7’s House Rules, will emcee the 
evening, which is supported by Principal Partners Audi 
Parramatta, G.H. Mumm and Percy Marks.

The Gala Opening will be held at  
The King’s School on Friday  
28 August from 6.30pm.  
Limited tickets are still available.  
Visit www.kingsartshow.com.au


